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Editorial
Picture Puzzle Frustration
In the last issue, there may 
have been a hint regarding the 
whereabouts of the Picture 
Puzzle, as I mentioned having 
visited the Northumbria University 
campus. I had wondered whether 
university staff, who may be 
Society Members, would come 
up with its location. But no, Tom 
Yellowley has done it again! 
Thanks Tom, I must try harder. So 
here is the whole installation and 
a location map. If anyone knows 
the name of the artist, that would 
be welcome.
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Front cover: The Cycle Hub, Ouseburn

Front Cover
The building illustrated on the 
front cover is The Cycle Hub, at 
the mouth of the Ouseburn. If 
my memory serves me correctly, 
this was originally intended to be 
a sailing clubhouse and was the 
result of a design competition 
won by local architects JDDK. 
I gather the business is to be 
accommodated as part of the 
proposed development of site, 
and this building will be lost as a 
result.

The Discovery Museum
In Tyneside Matters, Tim Wickens 
proposes relocating the Discovery 
Museum, from its current location 
in Blandford Square, to the Forth 
Yards development area. I haven’t 

visited the museum for quite some time. 
However, I have memories of attending an 
event held in the attic space of the building 
and being impressed by the Arts and Crafts 
detailing of the structure and fittings.  If a 
move ever occurs, one hopes this space is 
retained and the building is found a suitable 
use in the future.

NIGEL JENKINS – Editor
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Some weeks ago, CPRE 
Northumberland (Council for the 
Preservation of Rural England) was 
contacted by a resident of Backworth 
for support in their objection to a 
proposed solar farm development 
on Green Belt land just north of the 
village. The planning application 
(22/02106/FUL) can be viewed online 
on North Tyneside’s website.  Annie 
Lloyd of CPRE responded by forwarding 
the organisation’s policy statement. 
This, in short, proposes that such 
developments should be limited to 
brown field sites and solar panels on 
commercial and residential buildings 
should be prioritised in the provision of 
solar renewables. Whilst this site is not 
strictly speaking in Northumberland, 
the likelihood of future proposals in the 
County means that the principle of such 
developments is a serious matter for 
consideration by the Society.

COUNTY MATTERS
Climate Crisis:  Solar Farms – How do we respond?

To date there have been three objectors to 
this application online, their main objection 
being to its location in the Green Belt. Any 
development here would have to prove 
being an exceptional circumstance, in 
this case presumably quoting policies to 
deliver net zero. In addition, the site shares a 
boundary with the Backworth conservation 
area, though no heritage assets appear to 
be adjacent. Concerns regarding amenity 
include views from the adjacent Fisher Lane, 
which is part of a national walking route, 
and the bridleway on the line of the disused 
railway line, to the west.  Views over the site 
from properties to the south of Backworth 
Lane are limited as the southern boundary 
is well back from the road and the site is at 
a lower level. The effect on local ecology and 
the possible reduction of viable farmland are 
also issues, together with potential pollution 
and health and safety risks.

Whilst, on many counts, one can understand 
why this application should be rejected, this 
proposal may well be a precursor to many 
more in our area. This application may have 
sparked an element of a ’not in my back The Green Belt

The Site (Red) ad Conservation Area (Yellow)
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yard’ response, but what should the 
response be to proposals further 
from adjacent settlements? It is 
difficult to obtain an overview of the 
Government’s targets for renewables 
to achieve net zero by 2050 and 
the amount of space required to 
accommodate them.  It would seem 
more realistic to include solar farms 
in the mix, rather than rely on the 
inevitable slow progress of using roofs 
for the purpose. In addition, whilst 
food production and the required 
agricultural land is an issue, farming 
practice will also need to evolve to 
reduce the resulting emissions, and 
this has yet to be addressed.

The Society has been very active over 
ten years in attempting to influence 

policy regarding wind farms, but so far has not 
considered solar farms. Perhaps this application 
will spur us into action. 

NIGEL JENKINS

Views from Routes
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FUTURE EVENTS

Join us for an exclusive and private tour of the Mosque and talk on Islam in Newcastle.
Husband and wife Brother Khadim and Sister Kulsoom will talk about the history of 
Newcastle central mosque, the buildings they are currently using and the new-build 
mosque adjacent to the current site.

During the talk, Br Khadim will cover the five pillars of Islam (the concepts upon which 
the religion is built) and will use slides and items used in daily life to illustrate what 
Muslims believe. Islam tends to be a religion much misunderstood and maligned by 
the media so Muslims are always keen to enlighten others as to their religion while 
respecting other people’s religions and beliefs.

Lunch will be an Arabic buffet selection.

Private visit to Newcastle Central Mosque
(In person event including lunch)

11.00am, Wednesday 12th April ~ places still available
The White House, Grainger Park Road, Newcastle upon Tyne. NE4 8RQ

£10.00 + small booking fee if paying online

Tour of Alnwick with Alnwick Civic Society
2.00pm, Monday 15th May

Meet at the Market Cross in the Market Square

£10.00 (+ small booking fee if paying online)

Alnwick has one of the most intense concentrations of protected historic buildings 
in England. On this walk you will join members of Alnwick Civic Society to explore 
how the town has been shaped by early settlers, medieval conflict, powerful families, 
skilled trades, Georgian taste and Victorian innovation.

We will meet at the market cross at 2:00, and the walk will last around 1½ hours. 
Long-term parking is available in Greenwell Road or Howling Lane. Refreshments 
can be found before and after the walk at a wide choice of establishments around 
the town centre. Alnwick’s historic centre is compact, but not level. We recommend 
practical footwear, and dress for all weathers.
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£15.00 for members with a current English Heritage membership card, £17.50 without 
EH card.  First come, first served. Bring a picnic or take lunch in the tea rooms.

We will take bookings for the morning session first (capped at 20 members), then 
if there is further interest, we will open up an afternoon slot to start at 1.30pm (a 
minimum of 5 members are required).

Members will take part in an exclusive guided tour which will encompass Belsay’s 
beautiful 19th century Hall, highlighting some of the key history of both the building 
and the family. As part of this tour, your volunteer guide will take you ‘Behind the 
Closed Door’ and into the servants’ area of the hall which is normally inaccessible to 
the public. In this space, the guide will talk through the conservation work which was 
undertaken as part of the Belsay Awakes project due to be complete later in 2023.

After your tour, you will be free to explore the formal and Quarry gardens at Belsay 
Hall which will lead to the Castle, where the other key part of the Belsay Awakes 
project is being undertaken.

Your visit to Belsay Hall will provide a great day out where you will see Grecian 
architecture, a medieval castle, and thirty acres of outstanding gardens.

Private ‘Behind the Scenes’ visit
to Belsay Castle and Hall
10.30am, Monday 19th June 2023

N&N Members only
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OPEN SPACES 

It’s not all about property values . . .

If you have childhood memories of Sunday 
afternoon walks through a town park on 
summer afternoons, with the scent of 
wallflowers on the air, and maybe a brass 
band playing in the distance, then there’s 
a good chance you had a Victorian town 
council to thank, or a private benefactor 
whose statue was probably conspicuous.  
Derby Arboretum opened in 1840 and is 
often described as ‘Britain’s first public 
park’, an open space deliberately planned 
for public recreation in an urban setting.  
When towns and cities were compact, 
parks weren’t needed, as the countryside 
was within walking distance for urban 
dwellers, just as the town was a walk or 
short cart-ride away for those supplying 
fruit, veg and meat.  But as urban sprawl 
developed, campaigners such as Edwin 
Chadwick & Robert Peel realised people 
were becoming separated from the 
benefits of open space and drove the 
movement towards park provision.  The big 
Victorian municipal parks emerged, such 
as Liverpool’s Princes Park (1842) and the 
People’s Park in Halifax (1857).  
Newcastle is unusual in having a ‘town 

moor’, and part of its long and complex 
legal and social history led to the 
development of three public parks 
around its periphery in the 19th century: 
Leazes, Exhibition and Nun’s Moor.  The 
city is also exceptionally fortunate to 
have Paddy Freeman’s, Heaton and 
Armstrong parks and the wilder and more 
romantic Jesmond Dene.  Each has its 
own character but they share many of 
the features laid down in the Victorian 
heyday: free access, large green spaces, 
flowerbeds, boating lakes or ornamental 
ponds with or without fountains, 
bandstands, cafes, seating and toilets.  
For decades they were popular weekend 
destinations for families and individuals 
needing ‘re-creation’ after the week’s 
work, often in heavy industry.  They’re 
a lasting monument to the Victorian 
commitment to the public good, and 
though many have fallen into disrepair, 
there’s been a growing movement over 
the last 20 years of volunteers fund-raising 
and obtaining help from local authorities 
to restore and re-vitalise them.  Saltwell 
Park in Gateshead is an excellent example.  

Exhibition Park
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The use of parks and open spaces, such 
as disused railway lines or reclaimed 
industrial sites (such as Weetslade Country 
Park), has evolved over time to include 
running, cycling, yoga, art groups and so 
on, extensions of people’s basic need to 
have local green places to meet friends, 
exercise, seek peace, and, increasingly, be 
more aware of wildlife.  But what about 
those living in the increasing sprawl of 
densely packed new housing estates?  
What provision is made to reduce the 
need to climb into a car and drive to 
one of these recreation areas?  And the 
Northumberland Local Plan acknowledges 
that even in rural areas “an apparent 
abundance of open countryside can 
mask an actual lack of multi-functionality 
and public access”.  We sense, or know 
conclusively, that developers want to 
put as many houses as possible onto 
development sites.  Even small planning 
applications in my own village have been 
tweaked, post-permission, to slip in an 
extra 2 or 3 houses, often spoiling the 
acceptable proposed layout.  However, 
there is also a concession to the value of 
open space, with houses arranged round a 
‘village green’, or next to the area required 
for a SuDS pond or wetland area, which will 
hopefully come to have wildlife value.  

Do Government guidelines help?  The 
National Planning Policy Framework 
(NPPF 2012, updated 2018, 2019 and 2021) 
says all the right things about the best 
use of land, advocating for example mixed 
schemes that include environmental gains, 
leaving land undeveloped for wildlife, 
recreation, flood risk mitigation, cooling 

/ shading, and carbon capture – all the 
benefits we need to see fulfilled.  It also 
requires that “substantial weight” be given 
to “using suitable brownfield land” for 
housing, rather than imposing on green 
space, and that trees are incorporated into 
developments wherever possible. Locally, 
our councils have built on the NPPF:  
The Northumberland Local Plan 2016-36 
(NLP, adopted March 2022) recognises the 
benefit of a good quality environment and 
the availability of accessible green space 
on health, well-being and wildlife.  “High 
quality multi-use green spaces” including 
parks, playing fields, and urban greening 
need to be close to where people live.  The 
NLP therefore “identifies and protects 
areas of existing green space and sets 

Jesmond Dene
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requirements for creating new green space 
and vegetation within new development” 
in urban and rural areas.  Local 
Neighbourhood Plans can also play a vital 
part in ensuring that specific requirements 
are acknowledged.  
Newcastle City Council’s “Open Space 
Assessment 2016-2030” (updated 2018) 
supports the same philosophy, stating that 
“the green infrastructure is the network of 
multi-functional green and undeveloped 
land, urban and rural, which supports the 
activity, health and well-being of local 
people and wildlife”.  There are analyses of, 
for example, 13 “strategic corridors” across 
the city to be retained and enhanced, and 
detailed recommended standards for each 
individual’s distance from and access to 
“good quality green space”.  

A CPRE report (Local Green Space; CPRE, 
Feb 2022) on the LGS designation in the 
NPPF comments:  
“In this context, the Local Green Space 
(LGS) designation, as set out in the 
National Planning Policy Framework 
(NPPF), is an important planning policy 
tool with which local communities can 
protect the local green spaces they value 
most and feel confident that they will not 
be lost to development.  The significant 
extent to which it has been used so far 
confirms how much people who are aware 
of the designation value this opportunity.”  
But the report also concludes that:  
“[This] analysis has also revealed strong 
spatial inequalities in people’s ability to 
benefit from this designation.  Relative to 
population there are about three times 
as many LGSs designated in the south 

and in the Midlands, respectively, as there 
are in the north, relative to population.  
There are also close to seven times as 
many LGSs designated in predominantly 
rural local authority areas as there are in 
predominantly urban local authority areas.  
Finally, the nature and potential of the 
LGS designation is often unclear to local 
communities, local planning authorities, 
examiners and planning consultants.  As 
a result, the policy designation tends to be 
used and interpreted in ways that do not 
always make the most of its potential”.  

Given the economic state of our local 
councils, we know that action to develop 
further municipal green space is likely to 
be limited.  All the more reason therefore 
to be alert to any destruction of existing 
parks and open spaces, or subversion of 
planning conditions.  But awareness at all 
levels – the public, councils, developers, 
conservation bodies – is probably at an all-
time high, and is a broader concept than 
that held by the Victorian town councils 
and benefactors who left their legacy of 
delightful parks.  We must act on it.  

SUZANNE STANLEY

Heaton Park
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News from the Office

Happy new year to all of our members. 

I find it hard to believe that (at the time 

of writing) it is already mid-February. We 

have been busy and have a great line-up of 

events in 2023.

How are you finding our Eventbrite 

booking system? On the one hand, it’s 

really convenient for members, it saves me 

a great deal of time and duplication and 

exposes our events to the public. On the 

other hand, some members still prefer to 

pay by cash or cheque, either beforehand 

or ‘on the door’. I’d like to reassure you that 

this is absolutely fine, as long as we know 

who is coming - simply book via me at the 

office rather than online!

Reminder about N&N News

You can sign up to receive our electronic 

newsletters which are sent out now and 

then in between these issues of City & 

County. They are very useful for event 

reminders and news we can’t always fit 

into the magazine. Sign up today or check 

with me to ensure you’re on the mailing 

list.

2024 Centenary working group

Our Membership and Activities team 

is taking the lead on the production 

of a book to commemorate the 

N&N’s centenary next year. Our draft 

working title is ‘The 100 Most Important 

Buildings of Newcastle, North Tyneside 

& Northumberland’ and will include 

snippets, facts, photos and personal 

accounts of our most-loved (and often 

lost) buildings and structures. We’d like all 

members to get involved, as well as the 

public. More information will be released 

soon but do register your interest if you’d 

like to be personally involved in this 

important project.

A warm welcome to the Society’s latest 

new Members:

Mr & Mrs J Adams

Mrs L Smoult

Ms R Ritchie

Mr Booth

Ms V Goodall & Mr D Taylor

JACKIE SALMON - Society Manager

PICTURE PUZZLE
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Recent Event
The Fusiliers of
Northumberland

Talk given via Zoom
on 18th January
by David Smith of the 
Fusiliers Museum of 
Northumberland
at Alnwick Castle

Next year is shaping up to be quite 
a year for anniversaries - not only 
do we celebrate our own centenary, 
but it will be 350 years since the 
Northumberland Fusiliers was first 
founded. Like our Society, the name 
it has now is not the one it started 
with and our speaker, David Smith, 
rose magnificently to the challenge 
of guiding us through the regiment’s 
long and illustrious history.
The regiment was raised in 1674 and 
a year later became the Fifth Infantry 
Regiment of the Line. However, it 
was not until 1784, in tribute to its 
former Colonel, the 2nd Duke of 
Northumberland, who commanded it 
in action during the American War of 
Independence, that it was renamed 
the Northumberland Fusiliers.
They saw action in almost every 
theatre of war, from the American 
War of Independence in the 1770s 
to the Korean War, earning their 
first battle honour at the Battle of 
Wilhelmstahl in 1762. Their success, 

in capturing two regiments of French 
Grenadiers, earned them the unique privilege 
– one they still hold – of carrying three battle 
colours (instead of the customary two) on 
St George’s Day. We learned also that the 
red and white plumes the regiment – which 
merged with other regiments in 1968 to form 
what is now the Royal Regiment of Fusiliers 
– wear attached to their berets to this day 
are a nod to those early battles when the 
fusiliers appropriated the white plumes of 
their French prisoners. And we heard that 
while the Fusiliers were not always victorious 
in battle, they were always courageous, with a 
haul of medals including 10 Victoria Crosses. 
And intriguingly we heard of possibly the 
first woman ever to have joined the British 
Army: Phoebe Hessel. Phoebe, who was 
born in London in 1713, enlisted in the 5th 
Regiment of Foot (one of the Fusiliers’ earliest 
incarnations) to be near to her boyfriend, who 
was serving in the 2nd Foot, and allegedly 
served as a soldier in the West Indies and 
Gibraltar. Wounded in the Battle of Fontenoy 
in 1745, she went on to live to the grand old 
age of 108.
But, amid the honours, the medals and the 
regimental legends, David reminded us - 

Soldiers of the 5th (Northumberland) 
Regiment of Foot, c1792
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through a superb series of slides and very 
detailed and thorough research – of the 
human cost of war. We learned of Lance 
Corporal John Crisp from Amble and Private 
Tommy Reid from Hexham - just two of 
the 17,755 Fusiliers who died in World War 1 
alone. A further 895 were killed during World 
War 2, with 13 killed, 83 wounded and 46 
declared missing in action a decade later in 
the Korean War.
It’s a mark of a good talk that it inspires you 
to want to find out more and that is where 
the Fusiliers Museum of Northumberland 

The 2023 Annual General Meeting will take place at 6.30pm on Tuesday 6th June at The 
Northumberland Golf Club, High Gosforth Park, Great North Road, Newcastle upon Tyne 
NE3 5HT.

All Members are invited to attend and stay for a buffet supper.

Meet our Chairman, Trustees and Committees. Chat with other Members, hear what’s 
been happening, help us plan for the future and vote on our elections and accounts.

Members’ questions are always welcomed.

Afterwards, join us for informal chat over supper. There is a pay bar at the venue.

The agenda and papers will appear on the website in April/May.

Reserve your free place now at
https://www.nandnsociety.org.uk/agm/ (or email Jackie).

Recruiting Poster

Notice of 2023 AGM

comes in. David, who has long been 
interested in military history, has been 
a volunteer at the museum, at Alnwick 
Castle, since 2014, helping to develop 
its Outreach Programme in schools and 
educating visitors of all ages about the 
Fusiliers of Northumberland.
Do go along if you can, but be sure 
to telephone first – not only so that 
they can prepare to expect you, but to 
exempt you from paying the entry costs 
to the Castle itself on arrival.
You can email the Museum at 
fusnorthld@aol.com or call on 01665 
602 152.

EMMA WALKER

Why not toast the regiment, its soldiers 
– past and present

 - and its 350th anniversary with its
own Hackle Cocktail?
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TYNESIDE MATTERS
Could a journey of Discovery create a destination?  

Tim Wickens proposes exciting ideas for the Forth Yards area

A North of Tyne 
Combined Authority 
(NTCA) funded feasibility 
study will consider 
options for the future of 
the outstanding Discovery 
Museum. One option 
could be relocation to the 
Utilita Arena site, being 
vacated in 2025 when 
the new Gateshead Sage 
opens.

Tyne and Wear Archives 
& Museums (TWAM) is 
globally significant with 
a substantial, respected 
role supporting culture 
partners, and Discovery 
is its heart. Discovery’s 
Blandford Square 
building showcases 
Newcastle’s outstanding 
architecture. However, 
it is a constrained site 
that attracts high visitor 
numbers and huge 
regional value.

TWAM’s collections 
epitomise local pride and 
intense interest for visitors 
but constrained space 
prevents permanent 
exhibitions for many 
defining elements in our 
region’s development. 
These include ground-
breaking success in mine 
safety, astronomy and 
navigation, the Keelmens’ 
remarkable story and 

world-leading railway locomotive engineering. The North 
East’s critical role in the history of electricity actively 
links its past to a pivotal role in today’s renewable energy 
technologies. Such outstanding achievements merit a 
high-profile location with sufficient exhibit space and better 
access to exceptional archive and educational resources. 
Discovery deserves a setting to house this region’s amazing 
story of driving social improvement, challenging inhumane 
practices and of the local people who made this remarkable 
positive social and technological change possible.

 Utilita Arena, Newcastle

The Discovery Museum – Blandford Square
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Discovery should showcase our region’s 
talent for creativity and innovation in science, 
technology, engineering, and mathematics 
(STEM). Connecting tangible history and 
STEM education will enthuse and motivate 
this and future generations to help fill 
STEM skill shortages recognised as a critical 
national issue.

Regeneration anchor
The arena site forms part of Forth Yards 
Development Framework, of global 
significance in the evolution of railways as 
terminus of the Newcastle to Carlisle Railway, 
and adjacent to the Stephenson Quarter, 
birthplace of locomotive engineering. Ample 
space and rail access could accommodate 
much greater permanent and guest 
exhibitions at Discovery, a short distance 
west of Newcastle Central rail station. 
Being adjacent to such a critical strategic 
transport gateway the site has immense 
value and profile to attract a vast audience to 
Newcastle. Forth yards already includes an 
approved mixed-use scheme for more than 
1,000 homes; its viaduct arches and Pottery 
Lane undercroft façade have further great 
potential. The former goods yard features in 
Newcastle’s submission as headquarters of 
Great British Railways (GBR). Regeneration 
of the goods yard into a safe, secure, and 
vibrant open space for multiple mixed use 
would be transformational.

Forth Goods Yard from Redheugh Bridge

With a greatly enhanced offering, 
Discovery can attract greater numbers 
of visitors as a regeneration catalyst for 
Forth Yards following such imaginative 
schemes as Coal Drops Yard, Kings 
Cross and Bristol Temple Meads. 
These schemes have re-energised 
derelict rail infrastructure as traffic-free 
mixed-use developments adjacent to 
major transport hubs. As a landmark 
attraction Discovery would also serve 
local interests in a prominent location 
drawing a new audience to the city.

Green active travel route

Forth Yards viaduct connects directly 
to the Central Station offering a safe, 
green, active travel route to the station 
and city centre. Repurposed rail 
infrastructure is valued globally, e.g. 
New York’s High Line, La Promenade 
Plantee, Paris, and Castlefield Viaduct, 
Manchester.

Forth Yards Viaduct
- a ‘High Line’ for Newcastle?

A ‘high line’ for Newcastle could link 
Discovery, the regenerated goods 
yard and Central Station with the 
city centre, encouraging people to 
switch to healthy transport modes, 
complementing new station access 
routes and the city’s cultural creative 
zone.
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Public transport plans 
Remodelling the west end of the 
Central Station proposed in the 
national Integrated Rail Plan (IRP) will 
need to enable Nexus’ future light rail 
route serving West Newcastle and 
Gateshead. Accordingly, Newcastle City 
Council has committed to protecting 
the Newcastle to Carlisle rail alignment 
from development. A platform 
incorporated into the IRP scheme 
could initially provide a frequent light 
rail shuttle for visitors to the Discovery 
via this rarely used, fully operational 
Network Rail infrastructure. As Nexus’ 
light rail plans evolve, the Discovery 
would become a key destination within 
the Rail and Metro Strategy.
Using refurbished legacy Metro cars 
being withdrawn when the new 
Nexus fleet enters service, this shuttle 
builds on proven interactive heritage 
transport success, e.g. Beamish
tramway. With a prominent place at

West end Newcastle Central station

the Central Station, it offers an attractive, 
practical and accessible gateway to 
Discovery linked directly to National Rail and 
Metro. 

Joining the dots
The Northeast is an attractive place to 
invest, and Newcastle is the region’s best-
connected place, with new opportunities 
emerging from its raised global profile. A 
re-energised Discovery would be a beacon 
for regeneration, signposting attractions 
across the region that excite and inspire 
generations of local people and visitors alike. 
The future of Discovery’s Blandford Square 
building will need careful consideration but 
will surely attract innovative, sustainable 
ideas for its reuse. A relocated Discovery can 
join the dots, delivering multiple benefits 
for all in a location visible to millions; people 
travelling through Newcastle would have a 
standout reason to visit our amazing region.

TIM WICKENS
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Back in 2019 (if anyone can remember pre-Plague dates!) I suggested to our Membership 
& Activities Committee that we approach the Tyneside Cinema to see if a new tour for 
N&N could be arranged. An enthusiastic ‘yes please’ led to the date being set for 2023 [our 
last visit was April 2013], tours having been suspended throughout the pandemic period.  
Ian Fenton, Head of Engagement, who was keen to re-kindle the tours programme, made 
all the necessary arrangements for us.  Indeed, he personally welcomed us in the main
Back in 2019 (if anyone can remember pre-Plague dates!) I suggested to our Membership 
& Activities Committee that we approach the Tyneside Cinema to see if a new tour for 
N&N could be arranged. An enthusiastic ‘yes please’ led to the date being set for 2023 [our 
last visit was April 2013], tours having been suspended throughout the pandemic period.  
Ian Fenton, Head of Engagement, who was keen to re-kindle the tours programme, made 
all the necessary arrangements for us.  Indeed, he personally welcomed us in the main 
Theatre and introduced our two guides, Keith Seacroft and Chris McConway.
For convenience we split into two groups: Keith’s group started at the top of the building 
and progressed downwards, and Chris’s group worked its way upwards from below.  
Later, with immaculate timing, we all met in the middle for a Newsreel viewing followed 
by a Buffet Lunch.
A bit of history: The founder of the Theatre, Dixon Scott - one of the sons of a South Shields 
coal-mining blacksmith – developed joint passions for cinematography, architecture and 
overseas travel.  He created a chain of cinemas on Tyneside, including the Haymarket 
Theatre, and also took round a ‘portable’ Newsreel Cinema to local venues.  He realised 
there was a gap in the growing market for news cinemas in Newcastle and bravely 
set about establishing his ‘News Theatre’ in Pilgrim Street in the mid ‘30s.  Bravely, as 
of course just over the road the huge Paramount (later ‘Odeon’) had just sprung up in 

Recent Event
Visit to Tyneside Cinema

A guided tour and vintage Newsreel presentation by Keith 
Seacroft and Chris McConway.  13th February 2023
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1930.  But it did not show newsreels, the gap Scott 
exploited.  Combining his love of Art-Deco and 
middle eastern travel, he employed George Bell as his 
architect and developed a stunning building design 
embodying the Persian features pointed out to us: 
the pillars and plasterwork ventilators in the Theatre 
(remember when cinemas were ‘smoking’?), plaster 
ceiling features with Persian leaf motifs in the foyer 
and first floor landing, glass mosaic floors, original 
light fittings and metal window grilles. 
Scott rented out adjacent rooms in his building, 
some of which were re-integrated as part of the 
2006 restoration. Later In 1937, the cinema became 
the home of the Tyneside Film Society, which, by the 
late 1950s had grown into the largest film society in 
the UK outside London. The News Theatre opened 
on 1 February 1937.  Screenings included a mixture of 

travel, sport, and news films, as well as cartoons; it was 
immediately popular.  Many similar tales were told by the 
visitors on the tour (myself included) of being taken to 
the News Theatre (probably 6d Child) by Granny on the 
trolley bus (1d Half) on a wet Saturday in the 1950s to see 
the magical newsreels and cartoons through a fog of 
cigarette smoke. But the popularity of television led to a 
decline in audiences and consequently the cinema was 
closed in 1968.  After a brief period, it was reopened as a 
film theatre by the British Film Institute, but closed again 
in 1975.  A case for re-opening the then Tyneside Film 
Theatre, was put together by the Tyneside Filmgoers 
Group and it was re‐opened in 1976.  However, by 1999 
it had declined to a critical state, with many believing it 
would eventually be forced to close, as it required many 
improvements, and had a serious financial deficit.
Restoration and re-opening
A survey of the building revealed that a capital investment of about £7m would be 
necessary.  With the support of organisations including One North East and the Northern 
Rock Foundation, and £5000 from the sale of Classic screen seats in 2006, the restoration 
was undertaken between November 2006 and May 2008.  The stated aim was to celebrate 
the cinema’s heritage as a newsreel theatre and also look to its future in the digital age. 
Original features inside the building had to be protected during the project, and the work 
uncovered a pair of original stained-glass windows and glass mosaic floor tiling which 
had been hidden for years.  Expanding the cinema was difficult due to the limited space 
available, but building works proceeded upwards, and the area between the cinema and 
its neighbouring building was also used.  
The cinema obtained a temporary lease at Gateshead’s Old Town Hall which allowed it to 
screen films under the Tyneside Cinema brand.  Moreover, themed screenings were held 
across Newcastle to allow the public access to the Tyneside Cinema experience as work 
on the restoration project continued. It re-opened in May 2008, with major restoration 



of its original auditorium, a modern extension and redevelopment of the upper floors 
designed by Fletcher Priest Architects and consulting engineers Cundall.  The added 
level provided two new screens, the Roxy and the Electra, housed one on top of the other, 
all screens served by a single projection block.  More screens enabled more flexibility to 
respond to demand.  The Tyneside Coffee Rooms, a new bar, and a film learning centre 
‘Tyneside Studio’, were also installed.
The Tyneside Cinema won the Building Conservation and Tourism & Leisure categories 
as well as the overall accolade Project of the Year at The Royal Institution of Chartered 
Surveyors (RICS) North East Renaissance Awards at Newcastle Civic Centre on 25 April 
2009. Judges described the Tyneside Cinema restoration as “an excellent example of a 
building conservation project”, calling the cinema “a successful commercial venture that 
has employed creative and innovative design to breathe new life into a leisure facility that 
is rare and, in many ways, unique, a project that is playing a regenerative role in the widest 
sense of the word”.
Newsreel and Projection display 
The first-floor landing has an elaborate gallery 
display of cameras, projectors and other 
cinematographic equipment dating from the 
dawn of the newsreel era, making us realise 
what an enormous labour-intensive daily 
undertaking this was, only to be repeated 
tomorrow and the day after that...  It is indeed 
salutary to appreciate that the same result 
can be achieved today using a couple of 
mobile phones and a bright 8-year-old to do 
the editing!  We were further treated to the 
screening of two newsreels:
• Launch of battleship George V – 1939
• Newcastle United FA Cup Final - 1952
After the showing, Emma gave a vote of 
thanks on behalf of N&N to Ian Fenton for 
organising the tour for us, and to our guides 
Keith and Chris for their encyclopaedic 
knowledge of the Theatre, its background, 
history and architecture – and for their 
exuberant passion in putting it all across to us. To round off a fascinating morning, we 
enjoyed a splendid Buffet Lunch in the delightful surroundings of The Coffee Rooms.

That’s all, Folks!
LES BRUNTON (Interior photographs © Pam Brown)

Editor – Unfortunately, since this visit, Simon Drysdale, chief executive of Tyneside 
Cinema, has told how rocketing energy bills and food prices has led to the decision to 
close its popular Tynside Coffee Rooms - which date from 1938 and that the cinema is 
now to focus its food and drink operations on its remaining two venues, the ground-floor 
Tyneside Bar Cafe and Vicolo. Let’s hope this much loved facility can be reopened at 
some time in the future.
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